Nonpoint Source Pollution

The Nonpoint Source (NPS) Pollution Management Program is the lead agency for controlling nonpoint sources of pollution in Nevada. Nonpoint source (NPS) pollution results from a variety of diffuse and dispersed human activities. 

Rainfall or snowmelt that runs off the land surface has the potential to incorporate and carry with it natural and human caused pollutants. Eventually these pollutants are transported to Nevada's rivers, streams, lakes, wetlands or groundwater. 

Although it is the leading cause of water quality problems in Nevada, controlling NPS pollution remains a challenge. Sources are difficult to locate and the effects of NPS pollutants on specific waters vary and may not always be fully assessed. However, we do know that these pollutants can have harmful effects on drinking water supplies, recreation, fisheries, and wildlife. [image: image1.jpg]City Streets Rural Homes
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 Nonpoint Source Pollution degrades Water Quality

Summit Lake’s Nonpoint Source Pollution Program 

Mahogany Creek, flowing into the northeast corner of Summit Lake, is a culturally significant creek.  It is the primary source of potable water for the Summit Lake people and it is the primary spawning habitat for the endangered Lahontan Cutthroat Trout.  Historically across the west, riparian areas were the first areas settled due to the availability of natural irrigation and good soil.  The Summit Lake area was no different.  Records indicate that the riparian areas along Mahogany Creek have been used for agricultural and residential purposes for over 100 years.  As mechanization entered the reservation, storage and repair of machinery and storage of automotive maintenance products also occurred in the Mahogany Creek riparian zone.  Amenities for tribal members and employees also progressed with the need for electricity, water and waste disposal.  All of these uses occurred in the historically used riparian areas.  With the contemporary understanding of the function and values of floodplains, wetlands and riparian areas and methods for protection and restoration, the need for reestablishing these functions and values associated with Mahogany Creek became apparent. 

The primary threat to Mahogany Creek comes from the frequent high water events associated with spring run off and the direct flushing of pollutants into the stream.  Of concern is the location of the Tribal Compound, located approximately 250-550 feet from Mahogany Creek. The Tribal Compound contains the tribal conference center, tool shop, diesel generator building, fuel storage area, parking lot, storage yard, and outbuildings. The potential risks associated with the location of the Tribal Compound are spills or leaks from gasoline and diesel fuel, motor oil, solvents, paint, lubricants, batteries, and other toxic debris that will eventually be flushed into Mahogany Creek. .  Also of concern is the potential failure of the structures themselves during high water events that result in the increased blockage of the creek augmenting the flow of water. 
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This oil spill will eventually end up in a water body

Water quality is critical. In order to mitigate nonpoint source water pollution in Mahogany Creek, the Summit Lake Paiute Tribe is utilizing nonpoint source pollution funds to relocate facilities presently located within the Mahogany Creek floodplain to a more secure area.  The relocation of all facilities will begin in late spring of 2007.   
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